The paper deals with the birds of Talra Wildlife Sanctuary situated in lower western Himalaya of Himachal Pradesh. Sixty-one species of birds belonging to 19 families were recorded. Out of these 32 species were resident birds confined to Himalayan ecosystem. Some of the birds were noticed as extending their altitudinal distribution range to higher elevations. Mixed hunting parties and pure feeding flocks of birds have been discussed along with their abundance in the Sanctuary area.
Introduction
In the complex folded mountain chain like Himalaya the altitudinal variations, topographical and climatic conditions have greatly influenced the biotic diversity and its distribution, which directly or indirectly affects the life of birds inhabiting the various altitudinal belts or 'life zones' (Ali, 1949) . This causes variations in the distribution pattern of birds in various regions of Himalaya.
To investigate this, a study of the avifauna of different districts and wildlife sanctuaries of Himachal Pradesh which forms a part of western Himalayan ecosystem, was undertaken during [1990] [1991] [1992] [1993] . The avifauna of Mandi and Chamba Districts, Kangra Valley, Naina Devi Wildlife Sanctuary, Siwalik Himalaya and Solan District has already been worked out by Mahabal and Mukherjee (1991) , Mahabal (1992) , Mahabal and Sharma (1992; 1993) , Mahabal (1996) and, Sharma and Mahabal (1997) respectively. The present account deals with the status and abundance of birds occurring in the Talra Wildlife Sanctuary Shimla District of Himachal Pradesh. A preliminary survey of avifauna of the sanctuary and adjacent forests was undertaken during the post-monsoon season only during 20 September to 2 October, 1992. Observations on the birds were carried out with the help of 8 x 50 (zoom) binoculars. The identification of birds and their status, altitudinal range are based on Ali (1949) and Ali & Ripley (1983a; b) . The birds sighted were categorised as resident (R), resident birds of Himalayan ecosystem (HE) showing winter-summer vertical movements, summer visitor (SV) for breeding purpose during March-September and birds showing seasonal altitudinal movements (AM). The birds were also categorised (as follows) based on their abundance Ali and Ripley (1983b) .
Study area and Methods
Further, Ali and Ripley (1983b) have stated that the Grey-winged Blackbirds keep singly or in small flocks outside their breeding season. However, a number of family parties of these blackbirds were seen to have joined together, forming large feeding flocks particularly near Chhachpur Forest Rest House (2400 m). In three of such flocks (comprising 38, 53 and 56 birds), male and female ratio, including young birds was 2:3. Occasionally, Eurasian Blackbirds and Streaked Laughing Thrushes were also observed in these flocks forming mixed feeding parties. Besides this, mixed hunting parties of insectivorous bird species like Yellow-browed Leaf Warbler, Green-backed Tit, Spot-winged Tit, Rufous-vented Tit and Bar-tailed Tree Creeper were noticed in the valley of Rajbhushan area at 3000 m. Pure feeding flocks of Spotted Nutcracker, Long-tailed Minivet, Black Bulbul, White-throated Laughing Thrush and Verditer Flycatcher were also seen very commonly in Chhachpur area of the Sanctuary.
In general, Griffon-Vultures, Himalayan Slaty-headed Parakeet, tree pies, and various species of bulbuls, laughing thrushes, flycatchers, leaf warblers and tits were noticed in fairly good numbers throughout the Sanctuary. A substantial population of Himalayan Monal and Koklass Pheasants was also recorded in the core area of the Sanctuary at higher elevations. 
